Auto Appraisal Group Inc.
“Nationwide & Certified”"
April 2014 Edition

“For What It’s Worth”

1957 Ford Fairlane
Back in 1957, I was a high school freshman, not quite old enough to
have my driver's license. Even though I could not legally drive, I was already a certified car nut. The fall introduction of the new cars was a big
deal. When I first laid my eyes on the new 1957 Ford, my initial reaction
was "Wow!” It was love at first sight.
1957 was the year when most American cars, except for Chevy and
Pontiac, were dramatically longer, wider, and lower than their 1956 predecessors. In the case of Ford, the new Fairlane series was five inches
lower, had a two-and-one-half inch longer wheel base and measured
more than nine inches longer overall compared to 1956 models. The
Custom and Custom 300 were three inches longer overall and had a one
half-inch longer wheel base. The difference in dimensions and style is a
good example of creating a clear distinction between the lower and higher
priced models .
One way to make the 1957 models look lower than their 1956 brethren’s was to change from fifteen inches diameter wheel rims to fourteen
inches. Another unique feature on all Ford Motor Company models for
1957 was a rear opening hood. And 1957 was the year Ford introduced
the mini-fin on all models including the Thunderbird. These fins enhanced the side look of the Fairlane 500 series, especially when in a twotone color combination. The lines and color flowed in a symmetrical ideal
of great "Art Form."
About ten years later in 1967, I had the distinction of owning two different 1957 Fords. The first was a beat up Ranch wagon with the 223
cubic inch 6-cylinder engine with a three-speed manual column shift. The
car had lots of cargo room, comfortable vinyl bench seats, and rode well.
To me and others, one of the mysteries in the collector car hobby is
why the 1957 Chevy Bel Air’s are much more sought after than 1957
Fords. The average values of each brand tell the story of this demand.
While both 2 door hardtop models sold for within $200 of each other as
new models, today the Bel Air sells for over twice as much as a Fairlane in
comparable condition. The question remains: Why do collectors favor the
Bel Air over the Fairlane?
~Submitted by Patrick Costello, AAG Certified Agent, Green Bay, Wisconsin
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Here Come da Judge
One of the most interesting aspects of the
1970 Pontiac GTO's celebrated history was
the highly sought after Judge. While there are
some aficionados of the Goat who maintain
that TV's "Rowan and Martin Comedy Hour's"
cameo appearances of a black-robed and
strutting Sammy Davis Jr. chanting "heyeah
come da judge" was an influence in the naming of the model, the truth goes deeper.
According to GTO guru Jim Wangers, ad
manager for Pontiac during the DeLorean
era, (Jim wrote the lyrics for the Ronnie and
the Daytonas hit "lil GTO," back in the day),
the "heyeah come da Judge" was first voiced
by vaudeville comic Dewey "Pigmeats" Markham in a 1930's sketch and became a favored
feature in his touring routine. Wangers' most
lasting observation over the years was "Who
would have thought I would outlive Pontiac,
Oldsmobile and Plymouth"?
Jim is in his mid-80's and still avails himself to tell his "GTO story" to three generations of Poncho enthusiasts around the globe.
~submitted by Al Carpenter, AAG Certified
Agent, Indianapolis, Indiana

Words of Wisdom from Larry Batton
* Old cars are like old people, what works this
week, may not work next week.
* If you buy an old car, you're going to put
money into it. No one knows how much.
* Buy the one you like.
*Always see the title before you commit to buy.

We'd like to hear from you! Visit our Blog and tell us which of these
1957 models you prefer - the Bel Air or the Fairlane and why.
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